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12.04 Notes Outline
“The War’s End and Legacy”
Complete 12.04 Notes Outline as you review lesson 12.04. 

Explore #4: 
Copy the quote.      
Explain how it relates to the opinion depicted in the cartoon.

1968: A Year of Turmoil
You learned that the Tet Offensive took place in January 1968 and was a turning point in the war. Tet was the first of many traumatic events that shocked the nation in 1968. In addition to the problems in Vietnam, the nation saw increasing turmoil at home including violent protests, a President ready to call it quits, and the assassination of two iconic figures. 

Johnson’s Departure 
As American casualties in Vietnam were growing and protests at home became stronger, Johnson struggled with the reality that no positive outcome was likely in Vietnam. 
Even Johnson's Secretary of Defense, Robert McNamara, lost faith in the war effort and urged Johnson to turn more of the fighting over to the South Vietnamese. In the end, President Johnson's foreign policy failures in Vietnam overshadowed his domestic success, leading him to withdraw from the 1968 presidential election.

The Assassination of MLK and RFK 
On April 4, the nation was shaken by the assassination of       Violence erupted in over 100 cities following Dr. King's death.
On June 5, 1968, two months after the assassination of Dr. King,      , the brother of late President John Kennedy and a front runner for the Democratic Presidential nomination, was assassinated. RFK had just given his victory speech after winning the Democratic primary in California. 

Election of 1968 
After the withdrawal of Lyndon Johnson and the death of Robert Kennedy, the Democratic Presidential primary race was between      , the antiwar candidate, and      , Johnson's Vice President. Humphrey was named the winner of the primary at the       in Chicago which turned into complete chaos as 10,000 antiwar protestors marched against police.

Nixon Wins 
Republicans nominated       who attracted many middle-class Americans by claiming he would restore law and order and end the war. Nixon got a boost in the polls after segregationist and former Democratic governor of Alabama,      , entered the race as a third-party candidate. With the slogan "peace with honor," Richard Nixon won the 1968 presidential election.

Nixon’s Vietnam Policies
Ready to end the war with honor, the nation hoped President Nixon would be able to achieve his promised goal. Nixon implemented a new strategy for Vietnam called      , which involved removing American forces and replacing them with South Vietnamese soldiers. Under this strategy, the number of ground troops was reduced while the bombing campaign expanded to neighboring countries. Nixon believed he could satisfy the antiwar supporters through troop withdrawal and achieve victory with an intense bombing campaign to force North Vietnam to negotiate. 

Bombing in Cambodia and Laos 
One of the least discussed aspects of the Vietnam War is the fighting that secretly took place in       and      . During the final phase of the war, the U.S. expanded operations to include North Vietnamese targets in these two nations. In April 1971, Nixon widened the war beyond the borders of Vietnam when he ordered an invasion and secret bombings of Cambodia and Laos. The goals were to clear out the Communist encamped there and to strengthen U.S. in peace talks.

Destabilization of Cambodia and Laos 
The presence of U.S. troops, coupled with intensive bombing raids, inflamed the citizens of Laos and Cambodia. Though each was fighting civil wars of their own at the time, the agitation created by the Vietnam War led these nations to accept communist leadership. In Cambodia, the communist movement, the      , was elevated to power and subsequently initiated a massive genocide that eventually killed one million of its citizens. Hundreds of thousands of Cambodians and Laotians fled their homelands in the years following U.S. withdrawal. 

Paris Peace Talks 
Nixon's Vietnamization strategy attempted to bring the war to a peaceful end with honor. Although 1/3 of the war's casualties occurred during this final phase of the war, it is marked by a period of increased troop withdrawal and negotiation led by Secretary of State,      . 
North Vietnam had agreed to formal negotiations with the U.S. in May 1968 at the      , which failed. After years of secret negotiations, aided by intensive bombing campaigns, the strategy worked with a ceasefire called in      . 

The terms for the ceasefire included: U.S. withdrawal within sixty days, release of all prisoners of war, end to all military activity in Laos and Cambodia, and the 17th Parallel would continue to divide North and South Vietnam.

American Withdrawal
The end did come in early 1973 when U.S. troops withdrew from the region after nearly two decades of involvement. The South Vietnamese, who had relied upon U.S. assistance for so long, were now left alone to fend for themselves against their Communist neighbors. Upon withdrawal, President Nixon pledged continued support for South Vietnam and seemed to suggest future U.S. assistance if needed. However, with all the turmoil surrounding Nixon's later resignation, the North Vietnamese sensed that such support would never come. 

The Fall of Saigon 
In 1974, the communists once again invaded South Vietnam, this time knowing they would not be forced out by American troops. In April 1975, nearly 20 years after U.S. involvement began, Communist forces surrounded       and South Vietnam fell to the Communists.
At the time, President Ford could do nothing except evacuate the American Embassy and watch helplessly as the Communist took over Vietnam. Soon, thousands of South Vietnamese people were put into "     " and more than 1.5 million Vietnamese fled by boat.

Legacy of the War 
The war resulted in enormous human and financial costs. The war in Vietnam was the longest and least successful war America had ever fought up to that time in our history. Approximately       Americans were killed and another 300,000 Americans wounded. The war cost $150 billion in direct cost and caused a huge       and growing inflation. 

Vietnam Memorial 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The soldiers returning home from Vietnam did not get the welcome home and respect that veterans in past wars received. On the contrary, many were met with indifference and even disrespect by antiwar protestors. Finally, in 1982 the       was opened to recognize the courage of American soldiers who died during the war and to help heal the wounds the war had caused.

