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7.04 Notes Outline
“The Holocaust”
Complete the 7.04 Notes Outline as you review the lesson. 

Explore 7.04:
Analyze the picture.  In three complete sentences explain:
1. What stands out to you about the photograph? 
2. Are there any shoes with special significance?
3. Why do you think the photographer took this picture?      

I. Genocide
The Holocaust 
The       was Nazi Germany's systematic murder of European Jews. It is estimated that      or two-thirds of Europe's Jewish population were killed during the Holocaust. 
Most students have studied the unforgettable horrors of the Holocaust; however, there are many questions to explore. 
· How could something like this happen? 
· Why wasn’t it stopped? 
· Why didn’t the Jews leave Germany? 
The answers are complex, but we will explore these questions throughout the lesson.

The largest group affected by the Holocaust was the European Jews who suffered devastating losses with nearly six million persons killed during Hitler's "Final Solution." Hitler began the persecution long before the United States ever entered the war. It was not until after Germany's surrender that the reality of how many people he had actually killed was known around the world.

All the Jews in Germany and throughout Europe were not suddenly rounded up and sent to the death camps overnight. It was a gradual process that began after the Nazis came to power and continued throughout the war. The following statement sums up how the Nazi philosophy changed over time.

Start of the Persecution
When Hitler and the Nazis seized control of the German government in 1933, they made       the official policy of the nation.
The       was formed to identify and pursue those people who did not follow the new laws of Nazi regime. Since the laws unfairly targeted Jews, the Gestapo often pursued the Jewish people of Germany.

Nazis take Action
In 1935, the       stripped Jews of their German citizenship. Among many other restrictions, Jews were required to register their property as part of a program to "     " businesses.
Jews were also forced to identify themselves by wearing a yellow Star of David and carrying an identification card marked with a red "J."

Concentration Camps
In 1933, Hitler opened the first of many       designed to remove from German society people who were in his mind undesirable or "inferior" to the racially "superior" German race. 
The "     " included people who were thought to be communist, homeless, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Gypsies, and persons with mental and physical disabilities. 

Upon arrival at the concentration camps, families were torn apart. Prisoners were stripped of their individual identities. They wore stripped uniforms, had their heads shaved, had all valuables taken away including silver and gold dental fillings, and were often tattooed with a number ID. 

Kristallnacht - Night of Broken Glass
The persecution took a turn for the worse in November 1938. During      , or the "night of broken of glass," Nazis in Germany and Austria looted and destroyed Jewish businesses, homes, and synagogues. 
Mass arrests of Jews followed the night of broken glass, along with the seizure of property and removal of Jews to      .

Refugees seek an Escape
For nearly a decade, the outside world was largely oblivious to the horrors these victims endured. Once evidence did surface, some countries, including the United States, were slow to stop the activities and even remained hesitant to accept refugees. 
From 1933 to 1937 about 130,000 Jews fled Germany.
In July 1938, several countries, including the United States, met at the       to discuss the large number of Jewish refugees fleeing Germany.

Due to our focus on improving conditions at home during the Great Depression, U.S. newspapers showed little interest in the situation in Europe. Therefore, no new immigration quotas were established to allow for Jews to seek refuge here.
The U.S. was not alone as most countries also failed to deal with the situation. Only the Dominican Republic eased immigration laws.
In the end, nearly two out of three European Jews died in one of the worst acts of genocide in human history. 

From Murder to Genocide
In 1939, two million Jews in Poland came under German control. In Warsaw, 350,000 Jews were rounded up and confined into less than 3% of the land area. This area, known as the      , was sealed off. Hunger, overcrowding, and lack of sanitation led to disease and death.

Horrifying living and working conditions in ghettos set aside for Jewish residents were just the first of many atrocities awaiting the Jews in World War II. 
After the ghetto experience, Jews were often taken to remote areas, systematically shot, and dumped into mass, unmarked graves by the      , which were the mobile killing units sent into Poland in 1939. 

The Nazis were not satisfied with the results produced by the mobile killing units. Therefore, Nazi leaders met at the       in January of 1942 to discuss a more efficient answer to the question of what to do with the Jews. It was here they announced their plan, or "      to the Jewish question," would be to totally annihilate or exterminate the Jewish race -       - to be carried out in special camps. Hitler's "final solution" expanded beyond typical concentration camps to eventually include horrible mass killings in death camps. 

Death Camps
In the concentration camps, Jews who were healthy enough to work were forced to labor in deplorable conditions. Those deemed "     " (sick, elderly, children, and pregnant women) were immediately sent to the gas chambers to be quickly exterminated. 
The       existed solely for the purpose of mass murder in the      . Prisoners who were "healthy" were used to dispose of the bodies in the      , large ovens used to burn and dispose of the victims' remains. 
Buchenwald (43,000 died) and Auschwitz (1.5 million killed) were just two of the most notorious death camps in Europe. 

II. Liberation
Rescue and Liberation 
Now that you have read about the tragic events of the Holocaust, you are probably wondering why nobody intervened to stop the atrocities or at least tried to offer help. The answer is complicated, but the fact is that many people chose not to help in fear for their own lives. 
Despite the potential threat to their lives, many individuals did help in discreet ways like hiding victims or helping them to escape the country among many others. 
President Roosevelt created the       to help people threatened with murder by the Nazis. It is estimated that as many as 200,000 were saved as a result.

In May 1945, American troops were horrified as they discovered and liberated the camps abandoned by Nazi guards as Germany collapsed. It was the first time Americans witnessed the horrors of the Holocaust.

Nuremberg Trials
In 1945-46 at Nuremberg, Germany, the Allies, shocked by the horrors of the death camps, placed 24 leading Nazis leaders on trial for crimes against humanity. 
Only 12 got a death sentence; however, more importantly, the       established the principle that individuals were responsible for their own actions. "I was just following orders" could no longer be used to escape punishment for crimes committed during war. 

The trials were also the first step toward an international court system that would be finalized with the       in 1948 and the       in 1949.
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