B. . Turner
Beporter Fourth Judicial Ciceuit
Cambden, Alabama

.

Camden, Ala., April 1, 1913.

Ur. H. C. Hixon,

Merrellton, Ala.

My Doaxr Sir:-

Your fevur of recent dste received. [ take
pleasure in furnishing the following informstion re-
garding slavery.

CABINS AYD QUARTERS

The cabins were generally one- and two-roomed
They Wwere constructed of pine poles, had plenk windows
anf floors, end were ceiled.

Tha B8laves were required to make thairy own
fufniture. This wes plein, mude, and consisted mainly
of a table, bonohes, and & fow ohairo.

The ocebins had one end two rooms. ‘A sleve

- gamily was housed in a two-room cabin.
The rooms were ell ceiled up well, &nd ware
very comfortable in winter. .

CLOTHING, SHOES, ETC.

The slaves were furnlshed with good werm
cLothing which wes made of kerseys end osnaburg.

They were &llowdd four suits a year. These wers
made by the white women anl the negro seamsiresses on the
place. The "Ledy of the Vhite House" superintended the
making.

FOD

Their food consisted mainly of haeon, hread,
potatoss end peas.

3 1/2 to 4 poundn of moet was thoe &llowance
per weelXx. They hed little "extra patohes” which they
worked at 048 times snd made money to purchase extras.

Lthey 614 their cooking at night for the following
day. They gensrally ate their breskfast at hdme and scarried
thaeilr 8inner to the flelés in littls buclket.

WORK AT THE HOUSE, Iy THE FIBLD, IN TOWN, B£TC.

Their work was msinly ptoughing,nhoeing, and
splitting rails, and eny itind of work bhat would neturslly
be performed about a plantation. “he work hours was
from sun-up to sun-down. 'They were ellowed holideys st
Christmae and on 4th July.
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The old, young, end infirm, 414 nothing mich;
but were well oered for.
*I xnow of no inotence of alaven working in cot-
ton faotoriee eta.
A Blave a1 from two to thres times as mush work
. a8 the average negro of todsy.
‘ The slaves todk grest intarest in tho master's wel-
fere. as 8 rule

MONEY MADE BY SLA¥RH

‘ The slaves made a little money from a "patch™
which they workefl whan they finlshed thelr task, hiut
they d4id not aocumulate anything.

I know of no osse where they bought their
freedonm.

The made cotton end produoe waioch they sold
to merchsents.

They were not rented out by their masters, dbut
somstimes as estete would put the sleves "on the block"
and ront them out.

I ao not know of sny instence where s sleve hired
hiattim% from ‘the master and worked out for wages ox by
contract,.

PAMLIY TIFPE OF STAVES

the marrisge cersmony wes perfommed then, as to-
day, 8 negro preacher officlsting.

The marriage relation was fairly wall ohserved,
end in some instences the negroes were true as the white
peoplo.

AWMUSBIENTS

. PBones were the main instruments used besides the
banjo end fiddle, also patting their hands.

EDUCATION

Hlost of tue teaching that wen done, was by the
white boys. A few of the slaves could read, bhut oniy a
very few could write. <they were very good at figuring
snd counting, as they generally had a good memory.

the dulattoes were smarter then the blacks, as e
ruls, though some of the purs negwoes showed remarkable
apti%ude.

RELIGION

The religion then was about the ssme &8s now. The
b minieter would resd out two lines and the oongregation
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would teke them up and oing. ' &
the negroes end white some times had separagte
charchas, but often the negrosse used the white's church
when they haed no eervicos. Alzo when the white's had
proaohing, a certain psrt wan set off for ths negroes

to use end they atlended freely. I have known com-
munities that hed nogro preschsr's, in abaence afnwhite
ministers. -

The Blaves as e ruls had thelir own negro proeschirs,

gome of them remarkable.
They celebrated the rites of heptism and communion.

Nearly all of the slaves sttended church.

there wae no Sunday School.

They belonged mostly to the Beptist and iletho-
dist ghurch.

HMORALITY

) thoy d4id not have @ high senme of moralivy. They
would steal, fight, drink, gsmbls gtc., ‘whenever a good

opportunity presented itself. ‘
Only & few of the sleve women were tirtuous, dut

gome were.

PATROL, PASSES, end KUN-A-TAYS

Passes were pgrented fox the slave to. go from one
| meoters premisesn to enother's. this w8 required all the \
; time by some, hut only & few. .
| ' imere it was requirod, it wes the patrols dunty (
$o seo that they had. their pssues, and wen they dia not
they wera given 8 1icking--£Lrom L& to 39 licko.

i A slave would cometimes run awey when thay feared
8 whipping from the master. rhay would take to the woods,
or hife with some other negro. Lt was vory neldom that
they tried to got entirely out of the conntry.

YREATRIENT OF SLAVIEY

: 4 the slaves were whipped for stealing mostly,
; pna for disobedlence, stealing, fighting, ete.
) ~he master or bverseer 6id the whipping. Nome-
! times the negroes did it.
| dost of .the mastdrs whipped their slaves, but
]' & few 41{d not. Swin HolIntosh naver whippedm his slaves.
’ It wag very seldom that a slave wes cruelly ‘troated
j by his ownexr. They were woll taken ocare, always had gond
|
E
)
|
|
i

and sufficient food and clothing.
I know of no instance where the community inter-
fered in any wey on account of bad treetment.
Only & small portion of the slaves were treated

vedly. 1 4ant recall, but Yhere were & good many in-
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stancos where slaves showe remerkable devotilon for their
masters,

The slaves were punishad for orime then as nor.
nen sentenced to hang, the state relmbuzrussd the owned
to the extent of one-half the velue of oriminal.

Jometimes families were dAividéd by sals, end
division of ssteto, tut whenever poscible faulliss Ted
meined intast. It was only when 1t was impossilblo to
koep them togsther that they were divided.

The saick woro cared for just the same as were the
whites or master's femily. They were gonerally brought
up o the "White house" and well cared for Ly the owners,
Gootors provided, and ovory sttention given.

The mo%hers»and ohildren were well taiten caro of.
4 child wes worth about $109.00.

BIANCIPATION

A slave was omencipntod for faithful service,
or where there was a especial attachment botween maonter
and alave. :

I Jmow of no inmtance where omencipsted sleve
returrivd Yo voluntary servituda.

shors wore & few in thie commanity opposed to
glavery, but there were no plang made for gradusl emanoci-
pation, or colonisation.

o ineurroctions wers planned or suspected in
this neighhorhooa.

FREEq NICROES

Thoro was only one free negru in our community.
e made his living by brick masonry.

Did not mm own sny slaves,

No npocial regulations for frewe negro.

NOW-STAVE-HOIDING-VWHIZE

_ The condition of the poor white was shout the.
pame then, aB now.

I lived in'Wilcox O unty, Alelams, aml my snawers are
beses on conditiona as th8y there existed.

Yourc truly,

L
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