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1.06 Subcultures and Cultural Attitudes
Part 1 Directions: In this activity, explore the different subcultures that you belong to and identify ways in which these subcultures affect your behavior. In the charts below, identify 2 subcultures that you belong to.  For each subculture, identify language, values, norms, positive sanctions and negative sanctions that are specific to your subculture. To help get you started, the example of “teacher” as a subculture is provided.  
	Subculture Example

	Teacher

	Language
	Values
	Norms
	Sanctions (1 positive and 1 negative)

	Syllabus
Learning Objective

“Sit Down!”
“Be Quiet!”
Gradebook
	Help Every Student
Know Subject Matter

Professionalism
	Be On Time
Keep Up With Grades

Dress Professionally 
	Thank-you from principal for doing a good job.
Being Written Up by Supervisor.

	

	Subculture 1

	Name your Subculture:        

	Language
	Values
	Norms
	Sanctions (1 positive and 1 negative)

	     
	     
	     
	     

	

	Subculture 2

	Name your Subculture:      

	Language
	Values
	Norms
	Sanctions (1 positive and 1 negative)

	     
	     
	     
	     


Part Two Directions: In Lesson 1.06, you learned the difference between ethnocentrism and cultural relativism. There are 4 cultural practices listed below.  For each cultural practice, write a statement that an ethnocentric person might say AND a statement that a cultural relativist might say.  An example is provided.

Example Cultural Practice:   In some cultures and subcultures, men may have more than one wife.
Ethnocentric statement:  “That practice is disgusting.  Men shouldn’t be having sexual relationships and children with more than one woman.  That is wrong.”

Cultural Relativist statement:  “That practice goes against the laws of my country but I can see why a culture might choose to do this.  Maybe they need lots of children to work on their farms and lots of wives to take care of the children.”

Cultural Practice #1:   In some cultures and subcultures, women do not shave their legs or armpits.

Ethnocentric statement:        
Cultural Relativist statement:       
Cultural Practice #2:   In some cultures and subcultures, children as young as five years old work full-time.

Ethnocentric statement:        
Cultural Relativist statement:       
Cultural Practice #3:   In some cultures and subcultures, people may not legally consume alcohol until age 21.

Ethnocentric statement:        
Cultural Relativist statement:       
Cultural Practice #4:   In some cultures and subcultures, the family of a woman who is getting married must provide money and/or expensive gifts (dowries) to the family of the man she is going to marry.

Ethnocentric statement:        
Cultural Relativist statement:       
