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2.01 Notes Guide

 “Problems for the New Nation”
Answer the 2.01 Notes Guide as you review the lesson.  

Introduction:
Can you think of a situation when you had a disagreement with a friend that was very difficult to resolve but you eventually worked it out? 
Name at least two faces you recognize who were present at the signing of the Constitution.      

First Attempt at Governing
After America's separation from England, in 1776, the Second Continental Congress urged the colonies to write new state constitutions. The Congress also formed a committee to prepare a national constitution. 
The task was to create a central government that unified the thirteen individual states and provide for a common defense, while in no way establishing a government that resembled the tyrannical rule of Great Britain.

Articles of Confederation
In 1781, Maryland became the last of the 13 states to ratify the first written plan of government for the United States, the      . Despite many problems under the Articles, the states fought and won independence from England, negotiated a peace treaty with European powers, and laid the framework for the present day government.
The Articles of Confederation was written to bind together thirteen "free and independent states" that wanted to maintain their sovereignty.

Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation
The national government was purposefully created to be a weak government under the Articles of Confederation. The central government had only one branch with a       (one house) congress. There was no executive or judicial branch (no president or federal court) under the Articles. 
Congress had extremely limited power:
· No power to enforce its own laws (no federal courts meant no way to enforce the laws)
· No power to collect taxes (left only the power to print Continental dollars which had no value)
· No power to control trade among states (trade disputes among the states was a major concern) and no power to raise troops

Growing Pains
The new government had several flaws, but one of the toughest challenges that the Congress faced was finances. The United States accrued a large war debt to France and private individuals that it could not repay. States continued to print currency, which led to further inflation. 
Lacking the power to tax its citizens, the new government was hard pressed to find a financial solution. It found its answer in land sales of the Northwest Territory. In 1785 and 1787, Congress divided up the territory for sale and set provisions for statehood that would further expand our territory.
Trade restrictions put in place by England, France, and Spain were stifling the sale of American goods and Congress continued to struggle with national debt.

Northwest Ordinance of 1787
It has been argued that the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 was the most important legislation passed by the Continental Congress (besides the Declaration of Independence) under the Articles of Confederation. The       created the first organized territory of the U.S., the Northwest Territory. It established a plan for settling new territory and admitting new states. Nevertheless, the economy under the Articles continued to struggle.

Shays’ Rebellion
The postwar economy in America was depressed. States either chose to print currency or tax their citizens to pay off debt. Massachusetts, like many other states, levied taxes. As a result the state's farmers, many of whom were veterans, were losing their farms because they could not pay the taxes. 
In 1786, the overbearing taxes led to an uprising by Massachusetts farmers known as      . 
Daniel Shays, a farmer and former captain in the Continental Army, led rebels to close the courts by force and free prisoners from jail who had unpaid taxes and debts. 
Shays’ Rebellion led many central figures to question the need for a stronger central government.

Revising the Articles
America’s economic difficulties during the 1780s, ultimately led to the call for a stronger government. Even before the dissention of Shays’ Rebellion occurred, five states gathered together at the       to settle the dispute between Maryland and Virginia over the Potomac River.  It was clear to the delegates at the Annapolis Convention that the obvious economic and trade problems created by a weak central government, limited by the inadequacies of the Articles of Confederation, must be addressed at a general meeting of all states. 

The Constitutional Convention
In May 1787 delegates from twelve states (all except Rhode Island) ventured to Independence Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to address critical issues regarding the Articles of Confederation. 
The 55 delegates met to       the Articles. Instead, they wrote an entirely new constitution, hence the meeting became known as the      . One of the first acts of the delegates was to unanimously elect       as presiding officer of the convention. 

Key Players at the Convention
The delegates included the most outstanding leaders of the time and are now referred to as our “     ,” including Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, George Washington, and James Madison. Most of the delegates were wealthy, well educated, and approximately 42 years old.
The delegates met with the windows closed to deep all discussions private despite the stifling heat. One man,      , attended every meeting and took notes on the proceedings that became our best records of the convention. He is known as the “     ”.

Conflict at the Convention
The thirteen individual states were vastly different in their size, economies, and ideas about republicanism. The latter had been evident in their state constitutions. Their task was to form a central government that would serve the best interests of the entire nation. Virginia and New Jersey both introduced plans of government that would suit the needs of large and small states respectively, but neither were happy with the other's plans.

The Virginia Plan
      and James Madison from Virginia proposed a plan with three branches of government that would clearly do away with the Articles of Confederation which only had one legislative branch. Their plan was clearly more than a “revision” of the Articles. 
The       called for three branches:
· The legislative branch would be       and based on the population of each state. It would give Congress more power over the states.
· The executive branch and a judicial branch would both be selected by the legislature. 
In other words the larger states, like Virginia, would benefit from the Virginia Plan by having more representatives in Congress to equal their larger state populations. 

The New Jersey Plan
Small states, fearful of their fate if the Virginia plan was approved, devised their own plan.       proposed the       to give small states the same power as large states in Congress.
The New Jersey plan called for:
· A unicameral legislature in which each state would comprise one vote. Congress would have the power to tax and regulate trade. 
· It also called for executive and judicial branches. 
The debate heated over representation for large versus small states as the temperature rose in Philadelphia in the summer of 1787.

The Great Compromise
The big debate was simply whether states with more people should have more representation in Congress. On July 2, 1787, the convention had a split vote and seemed hopelessly deadlocked.
One of the delegates from Connecticut,      , proposed the       which resolved the issue over representation by creating a legislative branch with two houses, as called for by the Virginia Plan. In one house, the Senate, all states would be represented equally, regardless of size, as called for by the New Jersey plan. In the second house, the House of Representatives, representation would be based on state population. The Great Compromise was approved on July 16, 1787. 

The Three-Fifths Compromise
The issue of slavery was another issue that divided the states at the convention. The southern states wanted slaves to be counted as part of their population which would determine the number of representatives in the House. Northern states felt slaves should not be counted because they were treated as property in the south. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The       was reached and allowed three-fifths of a state’s slave population to be counted in determining representation in Congress.


