Making Accent Marks in French

TO MAKE ACCENT MARKS ON A PC (Windows machine)

1.
2.

Hold the ALT key down while you type the corresponding 3 digit number (see below) on the number pad.
Make sure Num Lock is on.

Example: to get é, hold down the Alt key, type in 130.

V| petrenumbor Example Meaning
. Alt + 133 | a | to

‘ a ‘ Alt + 131 ‘ pate ‘ noodle
‘ é ‘ Alt + 130 ‘ éte ‘ summer
e Alt + 138 | trés | very
I Alt + 136 | béte | beast
e Alt + 137 | Nogl | Christmas
o1 Alt + 140 | fle | island

‘ 0 ‘ Alt + 147 ‘ bientot ‘ soon
o Alt + 151 | ou | where

‘ c ‘ Alt + 135 ‘ ca ‘ this
¢ Alt + 128 | Ca | this

TO MAKE ACCENT MARKS ON LOWER-CASE LETTERS WITH A MAC

| TOeutis 1. Holddour e Opton ey whieyou | 2.Relese 0 S eample | eaning
| a | Option + * (key above tab) | a ‘ a | to

| a | Option + i | a ‘ pate | noodle
| é | Option + e | e ‘ été | summer
| e | Option + | e ‘ tres | very
- | Option + i | e | béte | beast

| é | Option +u | e ‘ Noél | Christmas
o | Option + i | i . fle | island

| 0 | Option +i | 0 ‘ bient6t | soon

| u | Option +° | u ‘ ou | where

| ¢ | Option + ¢ | ‘ ca | this

| C | Shift/Option + ¢ | ‘ Ca | this

Remember: Accents are very important in French. They serve two purposes:



1. They indicate a difference in meaning. Example: "a" means to and "a" means he has; "ou" means or and
"ou" means where.
2. They make a difference in pronunciation.



