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1.02 Study Guide
Directions:  Answer the following questions using complete sentences and formal spelling.  Include textual evidence to support your answers.

1. What event in history caused new extremes of wealth and poverty among Americans?
     

2. What does the term “Gilded Age” imply about the “privileged” members of society?
     

3. What novel allowed Edith Wharton to become the first female recipient of the Pulitzer Prize in fiction?
     

4. In Edith Wharton’s “Life,” identify the simile found in line 1.
     

5. How does Wharton use imagery in the second line to describe life?
     

6. Wharton presents the idea that we all have an “ardent chisel” in the third line.  What could the reader infer is meant by this idea?
     

7. An extended metaphor is presented throughout Wharton’s “Life.”  What are some of the possibilities for which we can sculpt, or live, our lives outlined in this extended metaphor?
     

8. What does Wharton imply about life throughout her poem?
     

9. In what point of view is The Age of Innocence told?
     

10. When do the Wellands expect Newland and May’s wedding to be?  How does Newland feel about how his life will be until the wedding?
     

11. When visiting Madame Ellen Olenska, what does Newland conclude about her?  Characterize Ellen based on Newland’s conclusion of her.
     

12. In chapter nine, when Newland arrives at Ellen’s home, what contributes to the suspense of the scene?
     

13. What does Ellen say is “real loneliness”?  What does she mean by this?
     

14. What imagery is used by Wharton to reinforce the significance of Newland’s calling Madame Olenska by her first name?  What conclusion can be drawn about Newland’s relationships with Ellen and May based on this imagery?
     

15. An internal conflict is a struggle a character has within.  When visiting the florist’s, what gesture does Newland make that suggests an internal conflict?
     

16. When Newland thinks to himself that it would be his “task to take the bandage from [May’s] eyes and bid her look forth on the world,” what does he want to achieve with May?
     

17. Why is Newland “out of spirits and slightly out of temper” before dinner in chapter ten?  What does this reveal about Newland’s desires?
     
