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1. This chapter, “The Key,” begins with Marjane Satrapi perusing the newspaper to discover how many war casualties there are this particular week.  Most of the casualties are young men. During the war with Iraq, Marjane explains that Iraq has quality, but Iran has quantity? What about her statement suggests the reason for so many young soldiers in Iran?
     


2. What is a nuptial chamber?
     


3. Why were coffins built like nuptial chambers placed on the streets when the soldiers died?
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1. What recognition of the dead is reinforced at school?

     


2. Why did they beat their chests in memory of the lost?

     


3. Why does Satrapi show us only females in the frame?
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1. What is flagellation?
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1. Why did Marjane and her classmates rebel?

     


2. Was part of it innocence?

     


3. Why did teacher say they were worthless to their cause?

     


4. Why should a teacher not tell her students they are worthless?
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1. What is the difference between secular and non-secular?

     


2. Why were Marjane’s parents upset?
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1. Why is the gold key for paradise?

     


2. Girls made hoods for soldiers, but the boys had to prepare for      .
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1. What were some examples of propaganda Iranian military used to get young boys to fight?
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1. Why did the military make the boys sing?

     


2. What is the purpose of Satrapi using the analogy to Disneyland?

     


3. What is carnage?
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1. It is inferred that Satrapi’s cousin, a boy of fourteen, had not heard of the gold keys. Why ?

     


2. Why would Iranian military target poor people?
     
