	Quality of Response
	Relevance to the Topic/ Question / Assignment
	Interaction / Engagement with Others
	Connections:
Text-to-text, Text-to-self, Text-to-world

	4 - 5 points:
Student participates appropriately with insightful commentary on the given topic. His / her comments show an excellent level of understanding of the subject matter. 
	4 -5 points:
Student's comments directly relate to the assignment and to the postings of other students.
	4 -5 points:
Student's comments further the discussion by adding information and / or asking questions. The student participates beyond the required number of postings and revisits the discussion over time.  
	4 - 5 points: 
Student's comments and contributions show a depth of understanding and an ability to make connections between texts, between the text and personal experiences, and / or between the text and world issues or concerns.

	2 -3 points:
Student participates appropriately with on-topic commentary. His / her comments show understanding of the subject matter. 
	2 -3 points:
Student's comments have some relation to the assignment and prior postings of other students, but the connections are not completely clear or may show a misunderstanding of the topic.
	2 - 3 points: 
Student's comments only respond to other students' comments without adding information or furthering the discussion. Student participates the required number of times. Student does not revisit the discussion over time.
	2 -3 points: 
Student's comments and contributions show a limited ability to make connections between texts, between the text and personal experiences, and / or between the text and world issues or concerns.

	0 - 1 points:
Student's participation is minimal, and his  / her comments do not show an effort to reflect on or to analyze the subject matter.
	0 - 1points: 
Student has posted comments, but the comments are off-topic or unable to be understood by the readers. 
	0 - 1 points:
Student's comments do not add to the discussion. Student does not contribute the required number of times.
	0 - 1 points:
Student's comments and contributions oversimplify or cloud the topic with faulty connections to other texts, to personal experiences, and / or to global concerns, or the student does not attempt to make connections beyond the text itself.

	
	
	
	


