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3.02 “Self-Reliance” Questions
Answer the following questions in complete sentences (12 points).
1. What is the first sentence explaining about the realization a person must come to at some point in his or her education?  (1 point)
     
2. Explain the destiny of human beings laid out in the second paragraph. (1 point)
     
3. In paragraph three, what does Emerson see as the most sacred part of a person?  (1 point)
     
4. Emerson uses a metaphor when he writes “imitation is suicide,” comparing pretending to be someone is like killing yourself. Find at least one more metaphor that Emerson uses in his essay besides the one mentioned in the following question. (3 points)
     
5. The most famous metaphor in “Self-Reliance” is the one that begins the last paragraph: “A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little statesmen and philosophers and divines.” A hobgoblin is a source of fear or dread. Explain what Emerson means by this metaphor.  (3 points)
     
6. One of the major themes of Transcendentalism, described in the introductory tutorial at the start of this unit, is the value of intuition. How does Emerson’s essay reflect his Transcendentalist point of view and the value of intuition? (3 points)
     
