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5.05 Alcatraz History

Use the information in the section titled, “Alcatraz – A Brief History” for these questions:

1. What does the word Alcatraz mean?
     

2. What was the first purpose of the building on Alcatraz in 1847?
     

3. What was the function of the building and the island after the San Francisco earthquake?
     

4. What are some of the reasons inmates had great difficulty escaping Alcatraz?
     

Use the information in the section titled, “Famous Alcatraz Inmates” for these questions:

5. Which famous inmate killed a fellow inmate while at Alcatraz?
     

6. Which famous inmate had a history of befriending the wardens and guards of prisons and earning special privileges and special furnishings in his cell?
     

7.  Which prisoner was one of the first to arrive at Alcatraz (prisoner # 117) and had a female accomplice who was the mastermind of many of his crimes?
     

7. Which prisoner was known as the ‘King of Escape Artists’, the ‘Smiling Bandit’, and the ‘Mail Train Bandit’?
     

8. Which prisoner raised canaries, eventually breeding over 300 birds, and wrote two respected books about bird behavior?
     

9. Which prisoner robbed banks, hijacked mail deliveries and even began a string of kidnappings?
     

Use the information in the section titled “Daily Inmate Routine” for these questions:

10. Was cafeteria food rationed, or were inmates allowed to eat as much as they wanted?
     

11. How long did the inmates have for lunch and what did the guards have to do immediately after each meal?
     

12. How many hours of free time between ‘final lock up’ and ‘lights out’?
     
