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4.04 Epic Poem
Directions:  Brainstorm before you begin writing.  Complete the chart below for your epic poem.
	
Element of an Epic Hero

	
Epic Hero

	The hero has an unusual birth.
	     



	The hero is charged with a quest.

	     


	The hero is tested, often to prove the worthiness of himself and his quest.

	     


	The presence of numerous mythical beings, magical and helpful animals, and human helpers and companions.

	     


	The hero’s travels take him to a supernatural world, often one that normal human beings are barred from entering.

	     


	The hero faces a test. The cycle must reach a low point where the hero nearly gives up his quest or appears defeated.

	     


	The hero returns.

	     


	The hero brings a benefit to his society.

	     




Directions:  Write an epic poem telling a story of a hero. This hero can be real or fictional. Your poem should follow the basic elements of plot. 
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1) exposition: introduces the setting, characters, and conflict

2) rising action: develops the conflict, creating more tension

3) climax: the turning point of the story, where the hero either overcomes the conflict on the path to fulfilling his or her destiny, or succumbs to the conflict and creates tragedy

4) falling action: resolves any issues or subplots created in the rising action, and return the hero to home

5) resolution/denouement: directly addresses the main conflict

You can write your epic using rhyme, rhythm, and meter; or, you can use free verse not following any kind of rhythm. 
If you need help, use the chart below. You are not constrained by the chart; this is just for help.
	

Part I: Exposition
	Explain the setting.


	     


	
	Describe the hero.
	

	

Part II: Character Development and Challenge
	Explain the accomplishments of the hero.

	     


	
	Describe the physical, political, and psychological challenges.

	

	
Part III: The Enemy
	Describe the antagonist or the enemy.
	     


	
	Describe the physical traits as well as the enemy’s goals.
	

	
Part IV: The Rising Action
	Explain the problem or challenges.
	     


	
	Discuss why the hero must handle the conflicts in his life.
	

	
Part V: The Climax and Falling Action
	Explain how the hero prepares for the challenges and if there are any weaknesses on either side.
	     


	
	Discuss the challenges and who wins.
	

	
Part VI: The Resolution
	Explain the legacy that the hero leaves behind.
	     


	
	Describe if there is anything unresolved or potential for new challenge.
	



Write your epic poem here:
      

