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ACCESS 

Alabama Connecting Classroom, Educators, and Students Statewide
TECH SPEAK GLOSSARY

Decoding the Jargon

Distance Learning - Learning experiences in which instructors and students are separated by space and/or time.
· Synchronous – real-time
· Asynchronous – delivery and receiving at different times

In Alabama, 2 Current Modes of Distance Learning Delivery:

(1) Web-based and (2) Videoconferencing (IVC)

Web-based - This includes four (4) main components:

· Website Portal

· Multimedia content

· Electronic office hours

· Usually Asynchronous

Interactive Videoconferencing (IVC) – This requires five (5) main components:
· Real Time (two-way audio / two-way video)

· Streaming

· Electronic office hours

· H.323 standard

· Synchronous
Blended – This is third and new mode of Distance Learning Delivery in Alabama 
to begin in January 2006.  Main components include:

· Combination of videoconferencing (IVC) with Alabama E-teachers and remote facilitators with web-based and Internet instruction

· Some synchronous and some asynchronous components

ACCESS Support Centers – There will be two centers in Alabama to:
· Deliver distance learning state-wide

· Hire/train/evaluate E-teachers

· Support distance learning sites

· Startup funds and training available via RFP
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