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June 6, 2009
Search for escapees now covers seven states

By Jay Reeves
The Associated Press 
BIRMINGHAM -- It was a daring plan: Two women -- one known for her tattoos and guns -- hid in the woods outside a rural prison dur​ing a storm and cut the electric fence before dawn, apparently counting on offi​cers to ignore the alarm.

A scheme was planned per​fectly, and authorities are now searching in 7 states for a convicted mur​derer, another inmate and the women charged with busting them out of the pri​vately owned lockup in the pre-dawn escape nearly 2 weeks ago.

Meanwhile, seven prison employees have been fired for allegedly committing a series of blunders that al​lowed the plot to work so flawlessly.

Federal marshals have of​fered a $5,000 reward for in​formation leading to the cap​ture of the four, but they're playing from behind. The in​mates and the women -- the sister and the wife of one of the men -- had a head start of several hours before jail​ers even realized they were gone.

An executive with the company that runs the pris​on gave the escaped convicts a grudging tip of the cap, even as the search contin​ued Friday.

"You can't deny it: they did an excellent job," said Richard Harbison, execu​tive vice president of LCS Corrections Services Inc. of Lafayette, LA "But you have to remember that inmates have twenty-four hours a day to sit around and think up ways to escape."

The Perry County Deten​tion Center holds about 700 inmates, including 250 from Alabama. The state of Ver​mont recently removed about 80 of its prisoners from the lockup because of complaints that included vi​olence and inadequate secu​rity.

Federal marshals and state officers identified the Alabama escapees as Joshua Southwick, 26, and Ashton Mink, 22. Southwick pleaded guilty to murder and bur​glary in a slaying in Lime​stone County six years ago, and Mink was serving time for attempted murder after being accused of stabbing a man during a home invasion in Huntsville.

Authorities said the two got out with the help of An​gela Diana Mink, Mink's sis​ter, and his wife, Jacquelin Rae Kennamer Mink, who are both 25 and from Hunts​ville. Both women were charged with aiding in the escape.

Hoping to generate tips from the public, marshals released photos yesterday showing tattoos on South​wick and Angela Mink, who worked as a tattoo artist and was known to carry a gun and own several others.

They would not say which states were involved in the manhunt.

The men escaped the pris​on around 5:30 AM on May 25th. They could have been several states away by the time a search began: The Alabama Department of Cor​rections said Friday it wasn't notified of the escape until nearly twelve hours later.

Waiting on the perfect opportunity, Harbison said the plan ap​parently was hatched over some time.
"They'd evidently set this up through some inmate phone calls their allowed to make, he said. "They'd planned to do it doing stormy weather."

With rain moving through the state early that morning, the women apparently hid outside the prison in woods with guns and a pair of insu​lated wire cutters, Harbison said. Inside the prison, the two men switched to get a pair of uniforms normally worn by kitchen workers.

It's unclear how the two got the uniforms or why the women were confident that guards would ignore the alarms that would be trig​gered by cutting the power lines. Southwick and Ash​ton Mink were mistakenly allowed outside the prison by a worker who thought they were kitchen trustees, Harbison said.

Meanwhile, alarms were going off inside the prison indicating a problem or breach of the electrified ex​terior fence, he said. Officers checked the fence when the alarm sounded 3 or 4 times in a row, Harbison said. But the alarm appar​ently sounded for the last time when the fence was cut, and workers simply turned off the alert.

"The orders are that any​time that alarm goes off they have to check it," he said. They didn't do that".
The men and women were believed to have fled in a pewter-colored, 2000 GMC Jimmy, but authorities aren't sure which direction they went.

The men turned up miss​ing at a bed check not long after they fled, Harbison said, but a guard assumed they were in the kitchen and didn't check on their where​abouts. "It took awhile to re​alize what had happened. It was a few hours," he said.

Harbison said LCS fired five guards and two captains who were blamed for violat​ing prison procedures after an investigation, and the company is increasing secu​rity.

Because of their distinctive tattoos, federal authorities hope Southwick and Angela Mink will be recognized.
"I think somebody will recognize them because of their tattoos, or because they're wearing long sleeves to cover them up," said Ross Hebert, an inspector with the Gulf Coast Regional Fu​gitive Task Force in Mobile.

